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An Elephants, Rhinos & People (ERP) project update May 2017

Elephant Range - Expansion of 
Madikwe Game Reserve

THE HISTORY

MADIKWE ELEPHANT POPULATION

The Madikwe Game Reserve was established in 1991. Madikwe Game Reserve is currently the fifth largest game reserve and is 

also one of the lesser- known parks in South Africa.  This makes it a hidden gem as it is regarded as one of the best conservation 

areas in Africa and offers the Big 5 in a 680 km2 park (750 km2 including newly incorporated privately owned land). The park 

offers a number of luxurious lodges as well as community lodges in a malaria- free zone.  Initially stocked with 10,000 head of 

game including elephants, the reserve is now reaching it carrying capacity. 

THE RESULT

PRESSURE ON THE HABITAT 

The incredible success of Madikwe Game Reserve as a conservation area has 

resulted in increase of the elephant population to over 1000 animals.  This 

population of elephant in combination with a severe drought has placed  

significant pressure on the quality of the habitat in Madikwe Game Reserve.   

The effect of reduced biodiversity through this pressure results in a reduction  

of the number and viability of various ecologies and the species that are able  

to survive in the Game Reserve.

THE ALTERNATIVES

MAKING THE  
RIGHT CHOICE

Elephant conservation is controversial 

by its very nature as the animals require 

large areas of adequate habitat, are 

major habitat engineers and in the 

forefront of human/wildlife conflict in 

Africa.  The options available for the 

management of elephants are broadly 

categorised into the following:

THE FUTURE

WORKING TOGETHER FOR MORE RANGE EXPANSION

ERP, Barrus and the Barokologadi are actively engaged with government to extend this project to achieve the inclusion of the 

Molatedi Dam and surrounding land into the Madikwe Game reserve over the next 10 years.  The potential exists to include a 

further 20,000Ha of land and ultimately, to bring the Madikwe-Pilanesberg Corridor project into reality.

About ERP

The ERP strategy is the protection and preservation of Elephants 

and Rhinos in the wild through the alleviation of poverty among 

rural People adjacent to the threatened areas. ERP is an initiative of 

groupelephant.com, a largely employee-owned group of technology 

companies, nonprofits and impact investment vehicles with a strong 

global presence. groupelephant.com is characterized by a primary 

strategic imperative in terms of which we go ‘Beyond Corporate 

Purpose’ in our day-to-day activities.

For further information, please contact 

us at info@groupelephant.com
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a. Do nothing; 

b.  Expand or  

alter habitat;

c. Translocate; 

d. Contraception; and 

e. Culling. 

The previous choices are not mutually 

exclusive but form the basis for elephant 

management in South Africa.  ERP seeks 

to assist the management authority 

in developing the most effective and 

humane approach to the challenge.

THE SOLUTION

RANGE EXPANSION

ERP has partnered, through Barrus 

Investments, with the Barokologadi 

Community to provide an additional 

6,5000 hectares of land and access 

to the 3,500Ha Molatedi Dam in the 

expansion of the Madikwe  

Game Reserve.  

This partnership between the Private 

Sector, Community and Government 

provide a case study for the future of 

African conservation. The increase 

in habitat addresses the immediate 

conservation challenge through the 

expansion of elephant range. 

The inclusion of the Barokologadi 

Community in the long-term financial 

performance of the project provides 

access into the wildlife economy and 

provides the community with  

significant revenue to advance 

community projects. 
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