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Problem 

Elephants under 
threat from drought 
conditions in Hwange  
National Park

The north-west of Zimbabwe forms 

a key wildlife dispersal area for the 

Zimbabwe component of the Kavango-

Zambezi Transfrontier Conservation 

Area (KAZA TFCA).  This is Africa’s largest 

conservation area covering over  

444 000 km² (an area comparable in 

size to Sweden).  It spans five southern 

African countries; Angola, Botswana, 

Namibia, Zambia and Zimbabwe.  

Elephant move freely between the 

north-west of Zimbabwe and the  

north-east of Botswana.  

The Hwange National Park, the Kazuma 

Pan National Park, and the Zambezi 

National Park situated in the North West 

region of Zimbabwe are home to many 

thousands of elephant.  The 2015/2016 

drought posed a major challenge to the 

survival of the largest remaining free 

range population of elephant in  

southern Africa. 

Solution

Intervention – 
Install Solar 
Panels to Power 
7 Boreholes to 
Provide Water for 
Elephants

ERP, through its Zimbabwean 

implementing partner, Conservation 

& Wildlife Fund (CWF) identified the 

New Robins Camp Area of north-west 

Hwange National Park as the area that 

needed urgent assistance with the 

development of artificial water supplies.  

With the support of the Zimbabwe 

National Parks and Wildlife Authority, 

ERP sponsored the installation of solar 

panels to 7 boreholes in the New Robins 

Camp between the 21st April 2016 and 

the 31st May 2016.  

About ERP

The ERP strategy is the protection and preservation of Elephants 

and Rhinos in the wild through the alleviation of poverty among 

rural People adjacent to the threatened areas. ERP is an initiative of 

groupelephant.com, a largely employee-owned group of technology 

companies, nonprofits and impact investment vehicles with a strong 

global presence. groupelephant.com is characterized by a primary 

strategic imperative in terms of which we go ‘Beyond Corporate 

Purpose’ in our day-to-day activities.

For further information, please contact 

us at info@groupelephant.com

These parks are set-aside as non-hunting 

areas and are thus key core breeding  

areas for elephant and other large 

migratory species such as buffalo.  The 

on-going drought is affecting the ability 

 of these elephants to survive due to 

the lack of surface water in key areas 

that make up the northern-most wildlife 

dispersal area.  Although there are  

many boreholes that have been  

installed across the park, over many 

years, few are working.  This has put 

pressure on the few that pump water 

into adjacent waterholes.  

The pressure on these water holes would 

typically subside as the wildlife scatters 

during normal rainy season thus giving 

the vegetation and water holes time to 

recover/replenish. However, this did not 

happen during the 2015/2016 season.
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Map Showing the Location of the Panels that 
were installed

Big Toms Pan, Hwange National Park, Zim-
babwe – borehole and solar panels 200m 

behind the pan

Deteema Pan, Hwange National Park, Zimba-
bwe – borehole and solar panels is 1,1km away

Dolilo Pan, Hwange National Park, Zimbabwe

Installation was carried out by Forster 

Irrigation from Bulawayo, Zimbabwe with 

help from Robins Camp contract workers 

and a team from CWF.  

After the seven pumps were installed, 

they were tested over a month and are 

now consistently producing a total of 

17,100 litres per hour or approximately 

one million litres per week.  It is 

estimated that under ideal conditions 

this is enough water to sustain 10,000 

elephants, as well as thousands of other 

wildlife living in this area of the park.


